
UNIT  2  

The Port of Piraeus 
Lead In 

 

1.You are meeting a friend who comes 
from America at the Eleutherios 
Venizelos Airport and you have planned 
to take a trip with him visiting several 
Greek Islands. However, the day before 
he arrives, the situation at the port is 
slightly out of hand…. 

Send him an email explaining things, 
using vocabulary from the texts. 

2. Classify the words in the box under the categories shown in the table below: 

strike, ratify protest, approve, complaint, concession, against, remain under control, 
rental, revenues income, pier, hub, controversial, prices, worth, port capacity, 

industrial action, attack, appeal, assurances, furious, container terminal. 

Opposition (against) Support (for) Infrastructure  Profits  
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Reading 

Greece ratifies Cosco and Piraeus port deal 
Nigel Lowry, Athens - Friday 6 March 2009 

1. GREECE’s parliament has ratified a deal between the Piraeus Port 
Authority and Cosco Pacific. The agreement will give the Chinese terminal 
operator a 30 year lease to operate the lion’s share of the container handling 
facilities at the Greece’s largest port.  

2. The deal was the most controversial element in a bill that was approved by 
a 149-131 majority in a vote by members of parliament that took place amid 
furious complaints by opposition parties and escalating protests from port workers. 
Worth a guaranteed €665m ($843m) at today’s prices, it gives Cosco the 
concession to renovate and operate Pier II at Piraeus’ container terminal and to 
construct a new third pier, more than doubling today’s annual capacity of 1.6m 
TEU at the port. Pier I will remain under direct control of the PPA, a stocklisted 
entity in which the Greek state retains a direct 74% stake.  

3. The concession is due to start in November this year and could be extended 
to 35 years. Over its lifetime, total income from Cosco Pacific is expected to 
amount to at least €3.4bn, with an annual indexed link rental starting at €7m for its 
two piers, plus 21% of revenues, rising to 24.5% from the ninth year onwards.  

4. Despite repeated assurances from the government, the Federation of Greek 
Port Workers, and the Piraeus dockers’ union, have mounted long-running 
industrial action in protest at any privatisation-type restructuring at the port. 
Overtime, weekend and holiday work have been rejected since as far back as late 
2006, shredding the port’s figures. Last year throughput fell by 70% to 431,000 
teus, while a mere 34,000 TEUS of transhipment traffic underlined that carriers 
have stopped using the port as a hub.  

5. The PPA has yet to post full year results but plunged into the red for the 
first nine months of 2008. There was no immediate sign that workers will now 
accept the inevitable and return to full activity. Instead dockers’ leaders attacking 
the government this week pointed out their appeal to the Council of State, Greece’s 
highest legislative authority, was still pending.  

6. The government is giving dockers a choice of staying in their jobs as part 
of the PPA operation, choosing to enlist with the Cosco operation, taking a job with 
equivalent conditions at another public sector institution, or opting for a voluntary 
redundancy package. "No worker is being fired nor will be fired," underlined 
Minister of Merchant Marine Anastasis Papaligouras."Nor are conditions of 
employment being changed". 
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Questions 

1. Who is the writer of the article? In your opinion is he living in Athens at the 
time of the events? In your opinion is he objective or does he take sides? 

2. What sort of profit does Cosco expect to make from the deal? Over how 
many years? 

3. What sort of profit expects the Greek state? 

4. Why is the vote of the Parliament considered controversial (para 2)? 

5. Decide whether the following sentences are true (T) or false (F) 

A.The Carriers no longer use the Piraeus port as a hub.  

B.The PPA is no longer controlled by the Greek State   

C.The PPA has been unprofitable for ten years now.   

D.Greek Port Workers distrust the Greek state.  

E. Cosco will pay a fixed amount of money for the Port to the Greek State.  

F.The difference between Piers lies in the Authority exercising control.   

 
Matching 

Below you will find a number of headings and the opening lines from newspapers 
and electronic sources of the period during which the deal was discussed. Decide 
which media are for, against or neutral towards the Dockers. 

Port deal too precious to toy with 

One of the high points of the conservative administration of 
New Democracy, which could find itself in opposition after 
tomorrow’s general elections, was the deal signed last year 
with China for the management of two container terminals at 
the port of Piraeus, the country’s largest. 

Element A 

Workers keep up protest against Cosco 
Striking dockworkers at the Piraeus Port Authority (OLP) have hung a banner reading 
‘Cosco go home’ in opposition to the privatization of the cargo management services at the 
country’s largest port. Workers have walked off the job through Tuesday after China’s 
Cosco Pacific formally took over the management of two container terminals at OLP on 
Thursday. Employees have called for a ‘freeze’ on the deal, due to concerns about some 
600 employees being transferred from the state-owned port to Cosco 

Element B 
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Will government sail through port test? 

Piraeus Port (OLP) must begin normal operations once again without 
any further delay. The new government must respect the concession 
deal awarded by the previous conservative government to China’s 
Cosco and which granted the Beijing-based company control of two of 
Piraeus’s container terminals. 

Element C 

Cosco Pacific: Piraeus Port Resumes Operation 

Element D 

Language Focus. Nominalization 

In formal written English nouns are used more than verbs. For example: 

judgement is more often used than to judge  

development is more often used than to develop 

agreement is more often used than to agree 

privatization is more often used than to privatize 

Often, prepositional phrases follow the noun: 

development of:/for of new infrastructure 

Compare the sentences 

A. All ports in the country will be nationalised, and the government would 
continue with the development of new infrastructure. 

B. All ports in the country will be nationalised, and the government would then 
develop new infrastructure. 

Practice 
1. Find two more examples from the text and rewrite them in the above manner. 
(Hint: agreement, privatization, protest). 

2. Find as many examples of nominalization as you can in the two short texts 
below. Then rewrite three of the sentences using verbs in the place of nouns. 
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Transport planning is taken to be all those activities involving the analysis and 
evaluation of past, present and prospective problems associated with the demand 
for the movement of people, goods and information at a local, national or 
international level and the identification of solutions in the context of current and 
future identification of economic, social, environmental, land use and technical 
developments and in the light of the aspirations and concerns of the society which 
it serves 

Source: Transport Planning Society, UK 

 

The emergence of global private operators marks a reversal in the trend of having 
ports considered as public entities since many became inefficient and unable to 
cope with market pressures. The top 5 terminal operators account for about half of 
the world’s port container throughput. In an era characterized by lower levels of 
direct public involvement in the management of transport terminals, specialized 
companies involved in the management of port terminals are finding opportunities 
at the global level. 

They thus tend to be horizontally integrated entities focusing on terminal 
operations in a variety of locations. The main tool for global port operators to 
achieve control of port terminals has been through concession agreements. A 
concession agreement is a long-term lease involving the requirement that the 
concessionaire undertakes capital investments to build, expand, or maintain the 
cargo-handling facilities equipment, and infrastructure. The range of port terminals 
controlled by port holdings covers several of the largest freight markets. As 
globalization permitted the emergence of large multinational corporations 
managing assets in a variety of locations, global port holdings are a similar trend 
concerning the management of port terminal assets. This has been a very profitable 
business with substantial positive impacts in the efficiency of ports and maritime 
trade. 

Source:Rodrigue, Jean-Paul, "Ports and Maritime Trade", in B. Warf, (ed) 
Encyclopedia of Geography, London, Sage, 2010  

Skills Focus: Speaking 

Dr. Gregory House: People interest me, conversations don't. 
Dr. Eric Foreman: That's because conversations go both ways. 
(Omar Epps and Hugh Laurie, "Lucky Thirteen." House, M.D., 2008) 
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Student A: You are journalist hosting a TV show on the recent strikes in the port of 
Piraeus. You have invited a panel of experts to discuss the matter. Because you 
have invited an American the whole show will take place in English. Your job is to 
manage the conversation to make sure that everyone’s voice is heard and also that 
the debate will not get out of hand and degenerate to a quarrel.  Start by 
introducing your guests…… 

 
Student B: You are Dr Jean-Paul Rodrigue. You are invited to a Greek talk show to 
give your opinion on the Piraeus-Cosco deal. Remember that being invited in your 
quality of Professor, you are expected to use terms like first, secondly, thirdly, it is 
assumed that, according to…and to use nominalization. Example: the dismissal of 
dockers…. 
  

Student C: You are a docker, married with two children and your wife is expecting 
a third. You are one of those who expect to be dismissed if the Cosco deal is 
concluded. You are invited to a TV talk show to give your opinion. Unfortunately 
the discussion takes place in English, a language you are not very confident in. 
Try to use as many of the following terms as possible: Well, You know, Now, Or 
something, Like. Example: Who is responsible? Well, you know, I do not really like 
know or something. 
 

Student D: You are an American tourist. You have paid for your ticket and hotel 
reservations in Greece six months ago, yet when you arrived at the airport you 
found out that the port is locked out because of a dockers’ strike. You have to go 
back to your country in two weeks’ time. They invite you to a talk-show to give 
your opinion. The show takes place in English. Remember that other participants 
are not native speakers like your and make allowances accordingly. Every time you 
want to show assent use one of the following: Yeah, Hmm, I suppose, Uh-huh? 
 

Example Discussion 

Mr. A (the Host):  “We are here today to discuss _____. “What do you think Mr. 
Y? (2) 

Ms. B:  In my opinion, the deal with Cosco is the best we can have  because 
______ 

Mr. C:  I see your point, but I can’t agree with you. 

Mr. B:  Why not?  

Mr. C:  The deal is too _____.  That is,__________.  
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Mr. A:  Do you agree with him Mr. W? 

Mr. D: I completely agree with him. Personally, I think it is important to have  

Skills Focus: Writing  
You work in the Public Relations Department of a shipping company named 
Prince Alexander Cruises. Your company has suffered economic and prestige 
damage during the strike: it lost half of its clients and a lot of money by cancelled 
cruises. 

Use all three articles in the Reading Comprehension Section, the two articles below 
and the instructions to compose a Press Release for the strike. Try not to 
incriminate the Dockers as this would make you unpopular in the eyes of the 
Public. 

Element A: Instructions on how to compose a Press Release 
A press release, also known as a news release, is simply a written statement to the 
media. It can announce a range of news items: scheduled events, personnel 
promotions, awards, new products and services, sales accomplishments, etc. 

-Write the headline. It should be brief, clear and to the point: an ultra-compact 
version of the press release’s key point. News release headlines should have a 
"grabber" to attract readers. The simplest method to arrive at the press release 
headline is to extract the most important keywords from your press release. 

-Write the press release body. Start with the date and city in which the press release 
is originated. The lead, or first sentence, should grab the reader and say concisely 
what is happening. The next 1-2 sentences then expand upon the lead. The press 
release body should be compact. Avoid using very long sentences and paragraphs. 
Avoid repetition and jargon. Deal with actual facts - events, products, services, 
people, targets, goals, plans, projects. Try to provide maximum use of concrete 
facts. 

-Include information about the company. When a journalist picks up your press 
release for a story, he/she would logically have to mention the company in the 
news article.  

-Add contact information. The contact details must be limited and specific only to 
the current press release. The contact details must include 

 The Company's Official Name 

 Media Department's official Name and Contact Person 

 Office Address 

 Telephone and fax Numbers with proper country/city codes 

 Mobile Phone Number (optional) 

 Timings of availability 
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 E-mail Addresses 

 Web site Address 

Element B: Piraeus port strike extended   

by STELIOS BOURAS 

1.Workers at the Piraeus Port (OLP) decided yesterday to extend a 10-day strike in 
opposition to a concession deal awarded to China’s Cosco, adding to goods supply 
problems in several key industries. The dock workers agreed to extend protest 
action by 48 hours before deciding tomorrow whether they will go back to work. 
Cosco took over the management of two of Piraeus’s cargo piers on October 1, the 
day workers began striking, as part of a 35-year concession deal awarded to the 
Beijing-based company by the previous conservative government. 

2.Workers are protesting against what they say are planned job cuts at the port. 
“Cosco’s plans for Piraeus involve cutbacks. Some two-thirds of staff could be 
dismissed by June,” a union representative told state television NET yesterday. The 
strike action has resulted in some 200,000 tons of goods piling up at the port, 
including food and medical supplies. Last week, a number of transport vessels are 
believed to have docked at alternative ports due to the shutdown at Piraeus. 

3. Business leaders have appealed to recently appointed Economy Minister Louka 
Katseli to intervene and help end the strike, which they say is “holding them 
hostage” as imported goods mount up at the port. Press reports said over the 
weekend that Cosco representatives met with senior Economy Ministry officials on 
Friday, where they were assured the government has no intention of pulling out of 
the deal despite a pre-election promise to workers that it will re-examine the 
concession agreement with the Chinese company if elected. 

 

Element C: Cosco Pacific: Piraeus Port Resumes Operation October 19 

-By Chester Yung, Dow Jones Newswires; 852-2802-7002; 
chester.yung@dowjones.com 

Ports operator Cosco Pacific Ltd. said Monday Piraeus Port in Athens, Greece, will 
resume normal operations from Oct. 19, as the port’s labor unions said Saturday 
they would end a strike Monday.  

Cosco Pacific, a unit of China Cosco Holdings Ltd. took over Piraeus Port on Oct. 
1 after receiving approval from Greece’s parliament in March. The port’s labor 
unions went on strike against the privatization at the beginning of October. 
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Word building skills: Practice-Semantic Fields 

A Semantic Field -also called word field- is the total range of meanings associated 
with a set of words which are related but not identical in meaning (as mind, 
thought, intellect, spirit, intelligence, insight). (Source: The Merriam Webster). 
According to the Semantic Field theory the vocabulary of any given language 
consists of “many interrelating networks of relations between words”. In other 
words, words in the same network or field share some aspect of meaning and are 
part of a systematic structure. Evidence suggests that the mind uses semantic 
similarity in classifying words. Consequently, it makes sense to utilize this 
knowledge in vocabulary and learning.  (Source: Jordan, 1997). 

An example of a glossary entry belonging to a “semantic set” 

 

Source: Princeton Edu, Wordnet project 
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An example of a “semantic set” out of a Bilingual Glossary 

Accountable  
Υπόλογος, 
υπεύθυνος 

Framework. 

Πλαίσιο 
σκελετός  

Δομή οργάνωση 

Adjustment  Προσαρμογή Free Market   Ελεύθερη Αγορά 

Administer Διοικώ Functional  Λειτουργικός 

Administration  Διοίκηση Industrial zone  
Βομηχανική 
ζώνη 

Cargo Handling  
Φορτίο και 
Χειρισμός Φορτίου 

Infrastructure  Υποδομή 

Coastal  
Παραλιακός, Κοντά 
στην Ακτογραμμή 

Institutional  Θεσμικός 

Commercial  Εμπορικός Intervention  Επέμβαση 

Consensus  
Ομοφωνία, κοινή 
συναίνεση 

Labor  
Εργατικό 
Δυναμικό 

Container Terminals ΣΕΜΠΟ Lack  Έλλειψη 

Correlation  Συσχετισμός Long-term lease  
Μακροχρόνιες 
εκμισθώσεις 

Diversity  Ποικιλία Maintenance  Συντήρηση 

Distortion  Παραμόρφωση Mobilization  Κινητοποίηση 

Dockers  

Εργάτες που 
δουλεύουν στην 
αποβάθρα, 
Λιμενεργάτες 

Municipal  

Σχετικός με 
Δημοτικές και 
Κοινοτικές 
Αρχές 

Docks  Αποβάθρες Operational  Λειτουργικός 

Efficiency  Αποδοτικότητα Parameters  Παράμετροι 

Estuary  Εκβολή ποταμού Parliament  Κοινοβούλιο 

Exploitation  Εκμετάλλευση Welfare  
κοινωνική 
πρόνοια 

Financing  Χρηματοδότηση   

Source: Iakovaki, A Glossary of Maritime Terms, forthcoming 
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Activities 

1) Decide whether the semantic set comes from a chapter entitled “The IMO” or 
from one entitled “The Diversity of European Ports” 

2) You are asked to suppress five  of the existing words to make the semantic set 
more specific and to add ten more.  Form two groups. The first one to come up 
with the answers gets 10 points. All answers will be submitted to both groups 
which will vote for their validity.  

3) Matching: Semantic Field around the term “port” 

Match the terms on the left to the definition on the right 

1. Harbour A _ _ _ _ is a place within the harbor where a ship 
can dock for a commercial purpose of either 
handling cargo or passengers or taking care of the 
ship. Some _ _ _ _ are classified based on the 
cargo that they handle 

2. Port B.  _ _ _ _is an area where the ship is moored 
onto the bollards and where the cargo is loaded or 
discharged on and off the ships. The land area 
surrounding it is sometimes referred to as a quay. 

3. Pier C While some of the ports may handle only 
specific cargoes, the vast majority of them around 
the world handle multiple cargoes within the same 
facility. These demarcated areas handling 
different types of cargoes are known as _ _ _ _ 

4. Terminals D_ _ _ _is an area filled with water sheltered by 
natural barriers like land and rocks or artificial 
barriers like breakwaters sometimes surrounded 
by tetrapods, that can provide a ship with safe 
anchorage and allow the transfer of goods and/or 
passengers between the ship and the shore. 

5. Berth E. is usually a place to tie up small boats or 
yachts. 
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4) Build a similar semantic field around the following semantic sets Set One:  

Set One: Boat, Ship, Craft, Vessel, Yacht  

 

Set Two: Master, Captain, Skipper 

 

Set Three: Freight Forwarder, Clearing Agent, Shipping Agent 

 


